
MISSION STATEMENT  

 

KNOW Christ, GROW in 

Christ, and GO as Christ to 

the world. 

 

 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

Sunday:  9:30 a.m. (Sept. 7) 

Sundays:  8:30 & 11:00 a.m. 

(Beginning Sept. 14) 

Wednesdays:  6:15 p.m. 

 

LOL CLERGY:  

Pastor Nadine Lehr 

(Mondays off) 

Pastor Larry Giese 

(Fridays off) 

 

STAFF: 

Youth & Family Director 

- Amanda Frank 

Office Manager 

- Melody Karlberg 

Financial Secretary 

- Rebecca Verhaeghe 

Custodian 

- Roland Reule 

 

LOL OFFICE HOURS  

Monday ï Friday 

8:30 a.m. ï 4:30 p.m. 

 

LOL WEBSITE & E-MAIL  

www.lordoflifebismarck.org 

lordoflife@btinet.net 

 

 

Answering machine is 

available evenings and 

weekends when office is not 

staffed.  Office is open during 

lunch hour. 

 

 

 

       Lord of Life Lutheran Church  
             1143 N. 26

th
 Street, Bismarck, ND 58501 

                        Phone (701)223-2986    Fax (701)223-2987  
                                                   www.lordoflifebismarck.org 

LORD OF LIFE                        

                                

 

 
 

 

Rally Day 
Lor d of Life Church 

Sunday, September 7, 2008 

9:30 a.m. 
 

Join us as we kick off the religious school year! 

 

The schedule is as follows:    

              9:30 a.m. ï Worship 

                      10:30 a.m. ï Youth meet with their teachers 

                      11:00 a.m. ï Family games/Potluck begins 

 

There will be grilled meat, dessert, and beverages provided.  

Please bring a dish to share. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Events in September 
 

 -  Rally Day 

 -  7
th
 Grade Retreat 

 -  New Member Sessions I & II 

 -  3
rd

 Grade Bible Orientation 

-  Parenting Classes 

  

September 2008 

http://www.lordoflifebismarck.org/
mailto:lordoflife@btinet.net


Dear Friends, 

 

ñIt takes a village to raise a child.ò   

 

Iôm sure we have all heard this African proverb. Most of us first heard it from the lips of Marian Wright 

Edelman, the founder of the Childrenôs Defense Fund.  Edelman used this proverb as her mission 

statement while she worked tirelessly to advocate for ñlittle people,ò especially minority, poor, and 

handicapped children.  As a leader she repeatedly told Americans that children are not just the 

responsibility of parents; they are national treasures for all of us, and each and every single citizen should 

do whatever is possible to serve and care for them.  In one of her strongest statements she noted that ña 

nation that does not stand up for its children does not stand for anything and will not stand strong in the 

twenty first century.ò 

 

I have been inspired by Edelmanôs work and strongly recommend you read one of her books. She is the 

daughter of a Baptist preacher and speaks with great power about her faith and the call to service that she 

believes is essential to anyone who claims to be a Christian. I smiled when I read her comments about the 

church she grew up in.  She said that the adults loved the kids in that church and taught them that being 

poor was no excuse for not achieving, that extra intellectual and material gifts brought with them the 

privilege and responsibility of sharing with others less fortunate, and that ñservice is the rent we pay for 

living.  It is the very purpose of life and not something you do in your spare time.ò 

 

I am reminded of Edelmanôs inspiration at this time of year when we are preparing for another year of 

church school.  As I write this column, we still need at least 8 Sunday School teachers.  Our 

superintendents, Mary Ann Gray and Angie Bolme, have called countless parents, but they are still 

coming up short.  If teachers are not found, several children will not have the benefit of a Sunday School 

experience this September.  But what if we all followed the heart of Ms. Edelman and realized that these 

kids are our treasures and our future, regardless of whether we are their parents or just their neighbors and 

their friends?  There are many, many adults at Lord of Life who are capable of teaching Sunday School 

and available on Sunday mornings.  I would like to ask that if you are one of them, you would prayerfully 

consider making a commitment to our kids for at least one year in the classroom.   

 

I am also reminded of another inspirational woman, someone closer to home.  Two years ago, one of our 

members, Elda Bigelow, moved to Owatonna, MN.  But prior to moving, she taught Sunday School for 

25 consecutive years, and most of those years were long after her own children had grown and left the 

family nest.  Elda was never one to say, ñIôve already done this job; please ask someone else.ò  Nor did 

she ever say, ñI did my part when I was a parent, now itôs the responsibility of younger parents to do it for 

their kids.ò    While both statements would be understandable for many people, Elda never ñpassed the 

buckò to someone else.  She did her part and much, much more, not out of obligation, but because she 

knew how important our kids are.  Like Edelman, Elda realized that service is the very purpose of our 

lives as faithful disciples, not something you simply do if you have a little spare time. 

 

I am confident that Lord of Life will honor our children this fall by serving them very well and caring 

enough to provide them with an excellent Sunday School experience.  Please prayerfully consider 

stepping up to the plate.  It takes a village to raise a child and all of us are part of the wonderful village 

that is Lord of Life. 

 

Peace and grace to you! --- Pastor Nadine 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bible Study Opportunities 
Visitors and new members are always welcome at any Bible Study at Lord of Life 

 

Saturday Morning Menôs Bible Study will return to meeting at Lord of Life in September.  All men of 

the church are invited to attend, join in the fellowship, and get more familiar with the Scriptures.  You are 

not required to lead the study, as the group is very informal. 
 

Womenôs WELCA Bible Study Groups:   
 

Tuesday Morning Bible Study meets on September 9
th
, at 9:45 a.m. in the classroom next to the 

ñoldò kitchen.  This group also invites new members and guests, is very informal, and no one is ñput on 

the spotò or required to participate.  Just listening to the discussion is perfectly acceptable.  The new study 

for 2008-2009 is on ñThe Hidden Hand of God:  Wisdom Stories from the books of Ruth, Esther, and 

Daniel.ò 

 

Saturday Morning Bible Study meets September 13
th
, at 8:00 a.m.  This group will also study 

the same lessons and extend an open invitation to the women of Lord of Life. 

 

Is It Time For A Third Womenôs Bible Study Group At Another Day And Time?  Get your 

friends together and find the joy in studying the Bible together, and deepening your friendships, while 

supporting one another in our callings. 

 

 

Piecemakers 
 

Itôs back-to-work making quilts on September 2
nd

 and 16
th
 from 9:30-3:00 p.m., as vacation is 

over.  We were blessed with many, many bags of ñgoodiesò from Barb Kochôs daughter-in-law, for which 

we give thanks.  We also thank Gary and Diane Chepulis for their work in the quilting room.  By the 

looks of things, we wonôt run out of work this year either!  If you have a few extra hours the first or third 

Tuesdays of the month, weôd welcome you heartily and give free ñlessons.ò  No prior experience 

necessary.  You may never experience such a feeling of satisfaction in your other endeavors, as when you 

realize how much better you can help to make someone elseôs life.  Donôt forget your sack lunch! 

Pastoral Acts 
 

Weddings 

Y Ashley Keller & Richard Swenningson ï 

August 8 

Y Courtney Joersz & Mathias Bitz ï August 23 

Y Sally Walz & Matthew Connell ï August 31 

 

 

 
              

 

 

 
Lord of Life  

Church Memorials 
 

 

For GENERAL FU ND, in memory of: 

 Pearl Ellefson 

 George Risan 

For LIBRARY FUND, in memory of:  

 George Risan 

 

  



Cozy Comfort Ministry  
 

Reminder:  The Cozy Comfort 
Ministry has sha wls and quilted 

wraps available.  If you have a loved 
one or friend or know of a LOL 

member who is very ill an d would 
like to receive something from this 
ministry, please contact Pastor 

Nadine or Pastor Larry.  

 

 

Reminder  
 

There is a bulletin board posted over by 

the entrance to the kitchen that is 
available for general use.  If you want 

to advertise that you baby -sit, have 
something for sale, are starting a new 
group, etc., feel free to post something 

on the board.  As others will be using 
the board as well, remember to keep 

you posting a reasonable size.  

Lutheran World Relief Shipment 
 

Since the fall shipment is loaded about the middle of October, we will need to "get serious" about what 

and how much each of us can give.  By now, you may have already purchased the school supplies for the 

school kits, and have been finding the gently used items of baby clothes for the layettes.  During 

September, there will be a table in the narthex where you can pick up the lists of what is required for each 

kit, and crates where donations may be left.  LWR requests school kits, health kits, sewing kits, layettes, 

soap, blankets, quilts, and money for shipping costs.  Quilt Sunday will be October 12
th
, in conjunction 

with the Women of the ELCA's Harvest Festival.  Packing the quilts will take place the following 

Monday at 10 a.m.  Packing the layettes and other things will be done in October. 

 

 

Young-At-Hearts 
 

It will be great getting together again for the monthly pot lucks and catching up on news. Tuesday, Sept. 

23
rd,

 at 11:30 a.m., in Fellowship Hall, we'll begin with host couples Roy and Pearl Dockter and Dell and 

Helen Swenson. The program will be "Money Doesn't Grow on Trees, or Does It?"  It isn't about giving 

or saving or investing. Maybe some will even be given away! Imagine that!  If you have a rare coin or a 

coin collection you'd like to show the group, feel free to bring it for show and tell.  New members and 

guests are absolutely welcome, if you are over 55. Actually, there is no such a thing as a member, 

anyway. This group is so "laid-back" that there are no officers and no business meeting or minutes or dues 

or a treasury. You just sign up with another person or two to host on the 4th Tuesday of whatever month 

you prefer and find someone to give a program or give it yourself.  What else does "hosting" require?  

Coming about 45 minutes early, making a pot of coffee, setting out plates, flatware, and providing a 

centerpiece and napkins (only if you wish, such as to carry out a theme.)  It does make it more interesting 

for everyone and adds atmosphere.  Everyone pitches in to do the clean-up. So come and give it a try. You 

might like it. 

 

Women of the ELCA 

 
The Women of ELCA meeting has been moved to Monday, September 8, at 7:00 p.m. at the church.  The 

regular meeting date is Labor Day, but since this is a Holiday, the meeting was rescheduled. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

    


