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L ORD OF LIFE
March 2010
MISSION STATEMENT
KNOW Christ, GROW in Midweek Lenten Worship
Christ, and GO as Christ to Through March 24
the world AFr omoEowea The Return ofthe Pradia | S o n
WORSHIP SCHEDULE Wednesdays at 6:15 p.m.

Sundays: 8:30 & 11:00 a.m.
Wednesdays: 6:15 p.m.

S

LOL CLERGY:

Pastor Nadine Lehr

(Mondays off)

Pastor Larry Giese

(Fridays off)

Lenten Dinners

STAFF: :

Youth & Family Director Every Wednesday during Lent
Amanda Frank Through March 24; 4:457 6:15 p.m.

Childr ends & Fan

Coordinator Meals Prepared By the Youth
- Sandi Papke

Off:\(;Ie IM(?nigelrb

Financial Secretary Easter Worship Services
- Reb_ecca Verhaeghe Apl‘” 4, 2010

e Remmich 8:00, 9:30 and 11:00 a.m.

YT Easter Breakfast

8:00 a.mi 4:00 p.m. 7:3071 10:00 a.m. Full Breakfast

10:007 11:00 a.m. Continental Brealdia

LOL WEBSITE & E -MAIL
www.lordoflifebismarck.org
lordoflife@btinet.net

Upcoming Events in March

Answering machine is
available evenings and
weekends when office is not

staffed. Office is open during - EasterCantaf (Palm Sunday)
lunch hour.

- Lenten Dinners/Lenten Worship

- Agape Meal w/First Communion



http://www.lordoflifebismarck.org/
mailto:lordoflife@btinet.net

Largos from Larry
AOne of these . : : must be aast@i26 . L

Poor Mathias. His commemoration date in ELW is on Wednesday, February 24. But what
there to commemorate? He appears here inextifdr the first time and then disappears again
just as quickly! We read that he is chosen by lot from among 120 believers. Some distincti
that is! It seems there is nothing special about him at all. Except oné thenis chosen to be

a witnessda the Resurrection of Jesus Christ. Now that makes a difference! What more coulc
common, ordinary person ask for than to be singled out to be a witness to the Resurrectior
Jesus Christ!

You may think of yourself as another Matthiagust an ordingy person who will never make
much of a mark on the world. Your name may never appear in the press. You may never
singled out for an honor. Not even a gold watch, metal, or a plaque for work well done. N
matter. Remember you are a baptized chil&od and you have been called to tell others that
Jesus will suffer, die, and be raised from the dead on the third day. You have been singled
and named by God in Holy Baptism.

In this Lenten season of 2010 we will be engaged in the encountetheitharable of the
prodigal son. This Lenten series will bring us into the story of the cha@aeysunger son,
an ol der son, and a father, al | prodi ga
extravagant love. This Lenten journey will help ag¢member a very graceful God who has
called us to be sons and daughters of faith in Jesus.

Easter will soon be here but not before the Palm Sunday Senior Choir Cétiestae note on
your calendars that there will be one worship service on Sundayarch 28 at 9:30 AM.
The title of the cantata i $invitefiydbuao h€ar theasbuad
and melody of Palm Sunday and b e d¢he msrreationvi
of Jesus Christ. May we Imeutuallyblessé for this journey of faith through Lenten worship,
Holy Week, and Easter.

I n Christobés service,

Pastor Larry



Greetings!

As your incoming council president | donot take
have given me as | serve in this capacity. | look forward to serving this upcoming year to the best of
my ability.

We are entering the season of Lent, a time of the year to reflect on our personal spiritual journeys and
our collective mission and ministry at Lord of Life. As | reflect on the year ahead of us, | am truly
amazed and appreciative of the pastoral and lay staffs that serve us and the countless volunteers that
are the | ifeblood of our mission to AKnow, Grow,

2010 has the makings to be a memorable year in the life of our congregation. We rejoice with Pastor
Nadine as she refreshes, renews, and recharges her own spiritual growth with a sabbatical in order to
better serve us. We will celebrate in June with Pastor Larry on the 25" anniversary of his ordination
and look forward to Pastor Larry leading a Lord of Life sponsored Holy Land tour in November.
These unique activities in 2010 are in addition to the on-going activities of caring for the worship,
education, and spiritual well-being of our members and our outreach to the world at large.

This year we also have the opportunity to grow in our faith journeys as we chart a course in response

to the recent Churchwi de Assembly soci al statem
personal opinion is on this topic, we all have an opportunity to open our hearts to better understand

our neighbor. | ask that each member personally reflect on the issue and actively participate in the
multi-faceted process developed by our volunteer task force. The direction we collectively choose will

affect the future of this congregation for years. Let us prayerfully consider the message of Lent as we
concentrate on the potential of Lord of Life.

If you have questions or concerns throughout the year with the direction that our council is headed on
your behalf, please call me and | will do my best to address the issue. Please also expect that | will
be calling you, too, as needs arise that require the time and talent of our diverse membership. As the
year before us unfolds, | plan on communicating through the newsletter on a quarterly basis to share
my perspective of our journey together. Finally, | ask that you keep the council, staff, and volunteers
in your prayers as our Heavenly Father guides us with the mission and ministry of Lord of Life.

In His grace we serve,

Mike Risan
222-2790



Midweek Lenten Series 2010

In this Lenten season, we are called to-eef a mi nat i on and repentance
for us on the Cross. Each one ofus haswaddera way from Godds i ntent.i
that in this Lenten season, we will return to God and renew our faith. To help us on this journey, \
will continue our sermon series through the month of March with the §efles o m Fear t o
Return of t he The setied oufirelfollod n . 0

Wednesday, Feb. 24fhe Younger Son Leaves

Wednesday, March 3The Younger Son Returns

Wednesday, March 10The Elder Son Leaves

Wednesday, March 17The Elder Son Returns

Wednesday, Ma&h 24: The Father Welcomes Home

Each Wednesday service will also include the singing of a new Evening Prayer liturgy written by
David Haas and entitleil P e a ©ar saingleaders will include Barb Hoffer (keyboards), David Price,

Jim Quarnstrom, Cheri Wigk, and Lora Duppong Isaakson. We thank them for sharing their musical
gifts with us.
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Lenten Dinners

The Youth will be serving Lenten dinners from 4885 p.m. evey Wednesday during Lent. A free will
offering will be taken tdelp raise funds for camp scholarshigie Menu is as follows:

March 3 1 Hotdishes, jeth & pasta salads & ice cream sundaes
March 107 Baked Potato Bar with all the fixings, side salads, bars & cookies
March 177 Shredded Pork Chimichangas, Mexidartle bean salad, bars & cookies.

March 24 7 Kuwaiti Curried Chicken with vegetables over rice, bars & cookies.

Holy Week 2010- March 281 April 4

Holy Week 2010- March 28 1 April 4. Please join us for the most inspiring and important week
of the Christian year. We will remember aneera act Jesusd journey to
crucifiction, and his rising from the tomb. Worship services will include:

Palm Sunday, March 28 9:30 a.m.
The Easter Cantatai No Gr e a t -will be pasforraed by the Senior Choir on Palm Sunday at
9:30 a.m. (Please note there will brely oneservice that Sunday). Sunday School and Wednesday
School children will process with palms dugithe cantata and should gather in Fellowship Hall a few
minutes before the service begins.

7

Agape Meals, Wednesday, March 31ral Thursday, April 1, 6:15 p. /s
Come either Wednesday or Thursday evening for a worship service centered around a meaisto hel,
cel ebrate t has wklloas tirst somr8Bumipng érr children in our congregation. These
worship services will include music and a message, then a simple but very hearty meal of soup, bre
and cheese, followed by the celebration of Holy Compmat individual tables where each of us has
the opportunity to serve our neighbor. Enjoy the bread of fellowship as well as the bread of life!

!

Good Friday Tennebrae, April 2, 7:00 p.m.
This deeply moving fand reflective service includes musical refleston each of the 7 last words of
Christ and the eventual darkening of the sanctuary to indicate the suffering and death of Jesus.

Easter Festival Worship, April 4, 8:00, 9:30, and 11:00 a.m. -.1’.
Sing some of the greatest songs of faith and hear the geses that life begins anew with the
resurrection of Jesus. Easter Breakfasiwill bevsemetd framd/:30mi s
a.m. to 10:00 a.m., followed by continental fare from 10:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.



Special Guest on Sunday, Marci21™

Bob Sanderson, CEO of Lutheran Social Services of North Dakota will be sharing the story of the mission
LSS at 8:30 and 11:00 a.m. worship services. He will also be our guest for Adult Education hour at 9:45 a
This is a great opportunity tedrn how through your generous gifts to LSS make a difference in the lives

of North Dakotans.

Attention Elementary Youth and Parents! .
First Communion Instruction s Ay

On Holy Week Wednesday, March 31, and Maundy Thursday, April 1, many young people from Lord of
Life will receive their first communion. We will celebrate this occasion in worship on both evenings.

First communions are usually celebratedcchydren in the fifth grade. However, any parent who feels that
their child is ready to receive instruction and participate in commueiem if they are not yet in the fifthay
register their child for this event.

In the two weeks prior to Holweek, first communion studerasd their parentsire asked to participate in
two sessions of communion instruction. One session will focus on the story of the Passover in the Old
Testament and the other will f andheslewd estadhents Bleage ndtea s
the schedule of communion instruction below and plan to attend.

Session i The Passover and Holy Communion
The first session will be held on March 18 at 6:30 p.m.

Session II: The Last Supper and Holy Communion
The seond session will be held on March 25 at 6:30 p.m.

Lord of Life Church Memorials

Paraments/Stoles
In memory of Jay Ismir & memory of Jay Stratton

Bible Study Opportunities

(Guests and new members always welcome at any and all of the following)

Saturday Morni ng ndetneach Saurdaylmernir atlB:@0/a.m. akl€xius Cakteria, for
an informal study if Islam.

CrosswaysBible Study will meetWednesday evenings at 7:00 p.m. and Thursday mornidgsG a.m.
There will be no Crossways on March31

Womendés Morning Bi &Q'Studi es:

Tuesday Morning Bible Study meetsat 9:45 a.m. on March"™ at the church.
Saturday Morning Bible Study meetsat 8:00a.m. on March 1% at the church.



Adult Education

Adult Education will be held on Sunday mornings, at 9:45 a.m., in the conference room. Please join us.

March7iLut her an Course 7: AHow to Share Your Faitt@t
March 147 No Class Spring Break

March 217 Lutheran Social Services, Guest, CEO Bob Sanderson

March 281 No Class Palm Sunday

HOLY LAND TOUR + EGYPT EXTENSION
November 68, 2010; Dgarture from Bismarck

Plans are well underway for the late fall study tour of the Holy Land and E§yptently, there are
thirteen registered with deposits.If there are any considering this trip with fellow Lord of Lifers and Pastor
Larry, there are mly eight remaining places available. There are informational fliers and registration forms
available on the information desk, in the main office, or from me personally. First come first served.

Pastor Larry is planning with a tour company well knaawa reliable and personally recommended as
an excellent host. Please contact Pastor Larry aP288 for any additional information or questions.

May we be mutually blessed by this opportunity to see and study the Scriptures in the Holy Land.

LOL Women of the ELCA Bake Sal¢—= 4

We need youhelpin bringing itemsfor a bake sale on Palm Sunday, Magéh It can be baked items, candy
or Spring or Easter themed itemPlease bring the items to tables seninupe narthexbefore the servicdhe
sale will be heldrom 9:007 11:00 a.m.

LOL Women of the ELCA NeedYour Help with Hunger

One of our organizations mission is to help with women, children and hunges.iS&u&e are asking to you
take a few minutes to help with the issue of hunger and have a littld henwebsitd-reeRicewas founded by
Indiana computer programmer, John Bredime site combines a vocabulary quiz with ending world hunger.
For each wad, you have to pick the correct synonym from four different choiEes.each answer that you get
right, 10 grains of rice are donated to the World Food ProgfmeeRice generated enough rice in its first five
months to feed more than one million peopSome people find this a fun activity to do with their children.
The site is freerice.comCheck it out!

LOL Women of the ELCA News

that supported us by purasing at theale Your support is very much appreciated as it 3
helps us assist with programs in our church and community.

b0

Thank you to all the people that donateehdy,supplies and time to make canalyd those E

OnMarch 19", LOL will host the birthday party at the MSLCC by providing cakes, workers,
and entertainment.




Piecemakers

March 2 and March 18 from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m., are the dates and times for quilting this month. Hoping
for a good turnout and getting much accomplished

@ Young-At-Hearts@

Tuesday, March 2% at 11:30 a.m., is the date and time for the next gathering of this fun group of people age
55 and over. Hosts/hostesses will be Lyle & Beverlyniikll and Ken & Gloria Snyder. Our guest speaker will
be Ron Kunda, Bismarck Fire MarshaNewcomers always heartily welcomed.

Belize Mission TripT Lefse Fundraiser

Christi Gunsch and a group of students from the Univerditylary are going to be selling lefse on Palm
Sunday, March 28 to help raise money for their Belize mission trip. They are going to the northern part o
Belize, which is located in Central America. If you would like more information on where thgpiagand

what they will be doing, they would be more than williogtalk to you about it. They have begiaking pre

sale orders. Ifgu cannot make it to the church to orden can email your order t&vgurschl@umary.edu

Also, if you are willing to donate potatoes or flour, it would be very much appreciated. The group is als
looking for assisting with making the lefse and having grills and equipment to make lefse. If you are willing t
help out or lethe group borrow your grill/equipment, you can visit with the group duringaleordersit the
churchor email Christi at the above-mail address.

Thankyou! Christi Gunsch and Belize Mission Group

Welcome House Fundraiser

Many of you have generously donated time and resources to the homeless served by Welcome House. P
note the following fundraiser informatdnesdaysand co

Welcome Wednesdag! ! Papa Murphyo6és Pizza & KQDY 94.5

Papa Murphyos Pi zza, KQDY 94.5 and Wel come Hou
Wednesdays. 0 Every WE&dnRaspma yMu r rhy tdgnaish 0®baalzpadra egids |
to the Wel come House. List to KQDY 94.5 FM to |
Wednesdayo reminder!

Thank You :
A Big AThank Y o u &ing together bord $ffLife photo ookls, caveripgLe
good deal of history. Please take some time to look through the collections in the library:
you can identify some of the unknown faces in the photos, please let us know. :

Yaun

Reminder: Daylight Savings Time Begins March 14. Turn your clocks ahead one hour
at midnight on Saturday, March 13".


mailto:cvgunsch1@umary.edu

CHI LDRENGS AND FAMI LY MI NI STRY
SANDI PAPKE, COORDINATOR

MEMORY WORK: We have three new stars who have completed their memory work since our las
newsletter. Congratulate them when you see them and tell them how proud gbthere! They are:

SUNDAY: Luke Welk Kindergarten WEDNESDAY: Jared Honeyman™grade
Brennen Kemmet'3grade

Our teachers work very hard to help our students learn their memory work if the opportunity arigesard he
even older students helping younger students on Wednesday evenings if there is time. However, it is difficul
spend the time with them that they really need because there is a lesson to go through each Sunday
Wednesday. Parents, we really eed your help with this as we continue through our second semester of
Sunday and Wednesday schodlhe memory work being learned comes from the Bible and liturgy that will be
a necessary part of their worship and faith life for the rest of their liveseeT(3) of the required memory work
pieces ar e i nS8maluCGaechismTnh olstet haerre6 sThe Lor ddés Prayer
Ten CommandmentsWo ul dn ot It be great i f al |l of our ki c
Pleast ake a moment to check with your <childds tea
memory work to complete. Mary Ann, Lazetta, and | would be more than willing and happy to provide yo
with a copy of what t lWwektogetheioon this somur kids iget their méneity dvark
done. Who knows, there may even be a special surprise for those classdiscoimplete theirs!

WOOHOO AND YEEHAW! Thank you to all of you who provided our Sunday and Wednesday school kids
with donations in our soup pots on Februaf{shd 7 , and to those of you who donated money through our
Church office for Haiti. Because of your generosity and willingness to share in the ministry of relief efforts fa
Haiti, we will be able to send $12%8 to Lutheran World ReliefTHANK YOU THANK YOU THANK

YOU!

Donét forget to walk over to the bulletin board
Church School information. On that posting you will find the dates in March tbaldshe noted. Each month
that information changes. The information has been put there so you can keep up with what is going on v
our kids. Important dates and information are also included in our weekly Sunday bulletins for you. There &
many, mag dates in March that are noteworthy and are listed below:

Sunday, March 14no Sunday school [Spring Break weekend]
Sunday, March 21 and Wednesday, March 2&ids sing at the 11:00 service
and 6:15 respectively
Sunday, March 21 and Wednesday, Mailec 24 Dad and me day for dads and daughters.
Dads, please join your daughters for worship and Church school on those dates.
Sunday, March 28 and April 4, and Wednesday, March 31, no Church school
Enjoy the Palm Sunday and Easter holiday together!
Sunday, March 28, Palm Sundayur Wednesday and Sunday school kids will participate
in the March of the Palms. There is only one service at 9:30 a.m. that Sunday.

Parents, the Team of Education, Mary Ann, Lazetta, Pastor Larry and | would likééoaimy one of you who
would like to participate on our Team of Education to do so. You are invited to come and find out what we &
planning for our kids, give any input and advice you would like to, offer suggestions, or talk about whatever
on your mind. You can be a part of our team and not serve as Team Chair or Council Liaison. The meetin
are open to anyone, and you would all be welcomed. The meetings take place on the first Monday of e
month at 7:00 p. m. We O6aftheaTedm! enj oy having you be



OUR OFFERING PROJECT FOR THE MONTH OF MARCH  will be to raise money to purchase
hens and chicks through Lutheran World Relief for women in Tanzania and El Salvador. This

gift means eggs to eat, eggs to sell, and chicks to grow a flock. Help us empower women in
these countries and give the gift that keeps on giving -- independence, sustainability and
success. The cost of each gift is $40.

BzZzzzzZ BZzZzZZ BZZZZZ Whatoés all t hat buzzing abou
iPl anet Zoom. 0O The charact er s --lane yoo pady?-QBEESS VBShwid B i
be held from Sunday, June 6, to Thursday, June 10, from 6 to 8 p.m. in the evenings. So, get your bees all
row and get ready to get buzzytvfun! Applications are available online at www.lordoflifebismarck.org, or
you can talk to me for more information. As always, volunteers are more than welcome, too! The best pa
THESE BEES DONG6T STI NG!

4™ THROUGH 6™ GRADE YOUTH GROUP: We will meet on Sunday, March 21, at 2:00 p.m. at the
Church to go sledding if the weather and conditions allow it.

OUR YOUNG FAMILIESOG GROUP IS TENTATI VELY PLANNI |
Watch future bulletins for a date, specific time, and activity!

Because our April newsl etter comes out right bef
your families now. tlcomes from the March/April issue &hi | dr ends Miannids tirsy chaalgl:
Bean Wal k. 0 Whol e families can pl ay! Pl ay this

of the Easter message.

The stuff you need: Large, cujelly bean shapes in the following colors: red, green, yellow, orange, blue,
whit e, purpl e, and pink. Youdl I al so need a CD
colors listed, and printouts of the color key that follows.

Experience it: Place colored jelly bean shapes in a large circle on the floor, one for each family membe
minus one. Play the game like you do cake walk. You walk on the bean shapes until the music stops and
person is out. Continue to take away one jefign shape every round until one person is left. Afterward, give
each member of your family a bag of jelly beans that includes all the colors from the game, along with tl
following color key to remind everyone that even Easter candy can help us all semida@ true meaning of
Easter. Color key:

RED =The blood Jesus gave = GREEN =The grass He made  YELLOW = The sun so bright
ORANGE = The edge of night BLUE = The sins we made WHITE = The grace Jesus gave
PURPLE =Thetour of Jesus 6 RNKr=Mewopeinour NEW tomorrow

*x***x GodUs blessings to you and your families du



= Youth and Family

A

It 6s t hat t iérheosumimer camparegisteatip@ i n

As you know, all 7 and 8" grade confirmation students are required to attenc
bible camp this summer. Thé& grade class will attend Camp of the Cross the
week of July 1116, where they will participate in activities with the pastors al
youth director. (Parents of'graders should have received a letter last mont
with full details as well as a registratiform. Please contact Amanda if you di
not receive this letter.)

8" graders must also attend camp but can choose from a variety of Lutheran Camps and choose their |
we ek . A display of nearby ELCA c a tak® Amasdaloremme aft
the pastors if you need help deciding which camp to attBfehse remember that all 8 graders should
register for camp through Lord of Life to ensure they receive our camp scholarships. All students
should be registered for tle camp of their choice no later than Sunday, March 28 Many camps offer an
Afearly birddo discount, so it is in your best i

Of course, students grades-92 are welcome and encouraged to continue going to cam@amp of the
Crossas well as many other camps offer programs specifically designed for high school students. Man
state camps also offer outdoor experiences such as hiking, white water rafting, rock climbing, and canc
Please check the display box or talk tm#&nda if you would like more information about what opportunitie
are available to high school students.

Family Retreat at Holden Village

Holden Village is a gorgeous Lutheran retreat center in
Washington State, located in a remote area of the Cascade
Mountains. It is a community of rest, learning, reflection, and
service. Individuals and families trdwe Holden to take a break
from their busy lives, to live in community with each other and w
God.

Lord of Life is organizing a family retreat at Holden village the week of Augu®s 120". A
weeklong stay at Holden, including housing and homemade meals, cosfe$89hdult. Youth rates are
significantly less, and there are special family rates. Check out their véebsite.holdenvillage.ord to
learn more.

We encourage individuals and families of all ages, shapes, and sizes to consider attending Ho
Village this summer. If you would like to sign up or learn more, please talk to Amanda.

Theology on the Town

Lord of Life is putting together a young adult group that will meet in various restaurants in Bismarck to
discuss current theological ideas and issues. Our first meeting will Beuosday, March 11" at 5:05pm

at The Blarney Stone. All young adults ages #135 are encaaged and welcome to attend. Come along
a drink, dinner, and lively discussion!




Youth and Family News

Spring Break at Huff Hills

4

on the slopes.

the winter blues? Join us for a diayp to Huff Hills Ski Resort. This may
be the last weekend to hit the slopes before the spring thaw!

Who is invited to attend? Everyone! Famili@aigg and old,
individual ski enthusiasts, and young boarders are all welcome to atte
Youth grades @ 12 are especially encouraged to join Amanda for a da

¢- Looking to get out of the house during spring break? Want to t

We plan to ski Saturday, March.3Group rates apply if enough
people sign un advance, so if you plan on attending, talk to Amanda

b
e pepe s avance, o1y

Participants

afterwards for a hearty meal and lots of hot chocolate.

Lunch at First (LAF) is a free meal provided by the youth workers (
Bi smarckds ELCA churches. | t
Lutheran Church (the one juscross from Bismarck High). All high
school students from the area are welcome to come on their luna
breakéeven if you are

Adult volunteers are needed on the days Lord of Life serves! An
adults from the congregation who want to help prepkessert or serve
food on March % should talk to Amanda.

Senior High Hiking Trip

We are organizing a weeke hiking trip through the Maah Daah He
trail for summer 2010. All youth currently in graded®are
welcome to attend. We are busy sorting out details including date
and cost; so if you are interested in attending, please contact Am4
asap! Thiss a great opportunity to
creation in the gorgeous badlands.

Lunch At First Menu for March:

Wed, 3 March: Hot Dogs
(Lord of Life Serves)
Wed, 10 March: Tacos
Wed, 17 March: Baked Potato Bar
Wed, 24 March: Sandwich Bar

&)

'V

What Kind of Pastors in the ELCA?

about the issue as well as to voice their own thoughts.

what you have to say!

Students gradesi912 are invited to a discussion concerning clergy ordination in the

ELCA, in light of the recent decision to ordain gay and lesbian pastors. A short synd
of the issue will be presented, but more timewallbg i v e n
questions. This discussidrased forum is a great opportunity for youth to learn more

The discussion will take place at 9:45am on Sunday, Marth &% will meet in
classroom #1, and members of the Task Force will be present to listen to our youth.
strongly encourage all youth gradés 92 to attend. Lord of Life cares about you and

to hear S




March Workgroup List

March Leaders Scot & Carrie Streyle (253731)
Allen & Shirley Klein (6672904)

Darlene Boustead
Denise Brockman

Erik & Heather Brousseau
Loreeta Canton

Karl & Sarah Carlson
Gary & Diane Chepulis
David & Diane Clinton
Ginger Dahl

Keith & Beth Demke
Judy Dietrich

Alesha Dockter

Roger & LeNor Dollinger
Reed & Erin Dukart

Jim & Linda Boyd

Sylvia Brockman

Mike & Deb Burke

Frank & Kaye Cdson
Gretchen Cash

Brent & Darcy Christensen
Kevin & Renee Connell
Craig Degree

Galen & Wanda Dewing
Joe & Linda Dietrich

Kelly & Genelle Dollinger
Doug & Beverly Doolittle
Larry & LaVonne Duppong

THANK YOU

Amber Braaflat

Paula Brousseau

Troy & Bonnie Brusven
Craig & Carol Carlson
Renae Charvat

Kim & Doris Christiansen
Jeremy & Courtney Crane
JoAnn Deichert

Jeff & Terry Dick

Roy & Pearl Dockter
Casey & Sue Dollinger
Nancy Doughty

March Birthdays

Colt Rangen
Shae Byrum
Suzanne Nagle
David Clinton
Barbara Hoggarth
Larry Jensen
Babara Koch
Randall Ryberg
Ardin Striefel
Linda Anderson
Renee Connell
Helen Just
Meredith Traeholt
Mary Fowler
Lance Wescom
Christina Gunsch
Brody Reis

Kim Christiansen
Steven Fuller
Alanda Small
Timothy Opp

10 Erica Anderson
10 Judy Gilbertson
10 Arlene Schamberger
10 Alexander Schroeder
11 William Paape

13 Kelly Folden

13 Kay Lang

13 Patty Wanner

OCONNOOUITUORRRAEREDWWWWWWWNE

14 Larry Kleingartner
14 Susan Straih

14 Karen Thurn

15 Margaret Lebak
15 Mae McFarran
15 Scott Moore

15 Samantha Reich
16 Nash Binegar

17 Hailey Wanner
17 Clancy Rangen
18 Jared Honeyan
19 Kathleen Carlson
19 Peggy Ganyo

19 Sheena Houn

19 Chelsea Striefel
19 Kathleen Wiese
20 Joshua Bakken
20 Brenda Solemsaas
21 Jacob Bakken

21 Darlene Bostead
21 Roger Dollinger
21 Dawn Hintz

21 Brandon Kidwell
21 Collette Pusc

22 Mary Ann Gray
22 Peyton Seil

22 Bailey Upgren
23 Louise Heupel
23 Mildred Vernon

- Ao,
vy X
O
23 Jamie Whitney - g,
24 Bonnie Brusven
24 Hailey Rangen
24 Rodney Warner
25 Ayrton Beierle
25 Rachael Geiss
25 Marlys Selness
25 Doug VerDouw
26 Marcus Dietrich
26 Tondi McGuire
26 Steve Pusc
27 Addison Lynn Paul
28 Michael Burke
28 Meredith Pratt
28 Colette Weber
29 Kalle Meza
29 Pamela Passariello
29 Laura Axvig
29 Jan Kolding
30 Shirley Olson
30 Ben Suess
30 Walter Vollmers
31 Shirley Klein
31 Kim Knowlen
31 Bernice Schuh
31 Michael Upgren

Happy Birthday

We are sorry if we have missed anyone this month. If your name has been missed, kindly report it to t
church office so we can @t your birth date for our records. Likewise, if we have printed your birthday

and you do not wish to have it published in the newsletter, please let Melody, the church office manag

know. We will remove it for next year. Thank you! Evangelism Tea




Survey results of LOL members pertaining to the ELCA Social Statement: Human Sexuality; Gift and Trust
Membership was surveyed by mail (all households), and also by completion of surveys at worship on February 7,
10, 14, and 17. In addition, a basket in the office was available for drop-off surveys. There are 918 confirmed
members. A total of 242 surveys were received, approximately 26% of the total membership. Members were asked
to indicate their feeling at the present time, using the same categories as used by Bishop Narum during his
presentation at Lord of Life in November 2009. These categories were as follows:

(#1) You are in complete agreement with

the change in policy; you have waited for

this change and are celebrating it.

(#2) You are happy with the change, but at
the same time, are concerned, knowing
there are people you care deeply about
who are struggling because they are
deeply opposed to the change.

(#3) You are struggling with the issue. One
minute you think it is a good change, the
next minute you think it is a bad change.

(#4) You think this is a bad decision.

(#5) You are angry about the decision or
are grieving the decision that was made.

The pie chart above shows how these 242 surveys were CO0mj
category (1 through 5), and below that, the number of persons indicating that feeling. The Lord of Life task force
notes that the categories did not include a neutral posit
feels that these results likely reflect reasonably well the sentiments of Lord of Life members that cared to share
their opinion, especially those who worshipped during the two-week survey period or who read the special mailing
sent directly to their homes. Though surveys were handed out to members as they left the sanctuary after worship,
some persons declined to participate. The primary reasons given for non-participation were that these members
had no strong feelings on the i ssuethaghdht surveydvasanodymousyant t «
they did not care to share their feelings. A second pie chart, below, shows the same results but in the context of

the entire membership. Some

additional perspective can be gained in

noting that the 242 responses received,

though only about one-quarter of the

membership, reflect the feelings of more

than double the number of members

that typically attend Lord of Life annual

meetings. Care should be taken in

extrapolating the results of this initial

survey to the whole membership.

In addition to canvassing feelings
regarding the ELCA statement on
sexuality, the survey also solicited input
as to what actions the task force should
take to facilitate dialog and discussion
within our church family, and offered
respondents an opportunity to comment
if they chose.

The task force also sought input on the need for: (a) a presentation of the ELCA social statement-Human Sexuality;
Gift and Trust, (b) Bible studies, (c) a presentation/speaker on the subject of diversity, and a presentation on the
impact this issue could have on Lord of Life. Of those responding, 83 persons agreed that a presentation on the
ELCA statement itself would be helpful. Bible studies are thought desirable by 66 persons; the task force agrees
and plans two sessions, one each on the scriptural basis for each viewpoint. Ninety-two members think a
presentation on diversity would be helpful. Over half of all respondents (126) indicated that they would like a
presentation on the impact this issue could have at Lord of Life. All of these are being planned; the first, a
presentation on the ELCA statement itself by Beth Anderson of the Synod staff, was held on Sunday, February 21.
Bethés presentation was taped and wifdture. Dvw Bibleastidiesanthei | ab | e
subject are in the planning stages. The first will likely take place sometime in March, and the second has been
scheduled for May 2. A presentation on diversity is scheduled to be made at Lord of Life by Pr. Wyvetta Bullock
following services and a potluck on April 18. The task force members thank everyone for their input so far!



